
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November 16, 2012 
 
Taking Stock of Unbridled Learning Results 
 
The Unbridled Learning accountability results have been out for a few days now, and we are 
seeing lots of articles, board presentations, parent workshops and discussion about the 
accountability results.  
 
Early reports seem to focus on the overall drop in proficiency (which was predicted) and the 
new emphasis by the state to provide a percentile rank for schools and districts. However, 
there has not been much discussion about the significant increase in the percentage of 
graduates who are college- and career-ready. This is somewhat disappointing, since college and 
career readiness is the underlying principle for the accountability model and was the key 
requirement from 2009’s Senate Bill 1. 
 

Other key issues we are hearing about include the usefulness of the tools provided. While there 
are massive amounts of data in the new School Report Card, schools are reacting very positively 
to the data being in one place and the user-friendly nature of the School Report Card. The 
report card gives a quick and easy snapshot of performance of schools and districts and also 
provides a multilevel, complex view of the components that make up the overall score for 
schools and districts.   
 
The percentile rank system has been well received by most, since it provides an easy way to 
understand how your school/district performance compares to other Kentucky schools. This 
percentile system is similar to what parents receive from testing reports. Parents may not 
understand the test score from the state or national test; however, they do understand and 
want to know how their child's performance compares to other children across the state and 
nation. 
 

The release of the accountability model has also given the Kentucky Department of Education 
(KDE) an opportunity to receive constructive feedback on concerns with the model. Among 
these concerns are: 

 complexity of the system  
 science and social studies scores -- too high, compared to math and reading 

 comparisons with national assessments 

 understanding student growth 

 understanding student gap group results 
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 perceived lack of consequences for low-performing schools 
 

KDE will share these concerns and others as we present the Unbridled Learning accountability 
results to the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) at the December board meeting. Most of 
these concerns can be addressed by clarification of the model and how the results are reported.  
 
There will be those that call for immediate action to address concerns. I want to close with 
some of the state and national issues that will certainly impact any immediate or long-range 
changes to the model. 
 

The Kentucky Board of Education has certainly stated a clear intent to improve the 
accountability model as we get feedback from the field. The first issue we must consider is that 
schools and districts entered the 2012-13 school year knowing the "rules of the game" for 
accountability, and we should not change the rules in the middle of the game. Therefore, I 
would recommend to KBE that no major changes be made to regulations governing the model 
until we have at least two years of data from the model. Also, we are governed by the federal 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) waiver, and any changes to our accountability 
model would require federal review. Finally, all states are hoping for  reauthorization of ESEA 
(No Child Left Behind), which most certainly will impact the Unbridled Learning model. 
 

As we close out November, parents across Kentucky now know if their child is on target to be 
college- and career-ready. From 3rd grade through 12th grade, every student and parent has 
the information to know the status of a trajectory to reach college/career readiness by 
graduation. This information provides students, parents and educators with the information 
needed to take action to ensure more of our students reach college/career readiness and have 
a positive impact on the economy of Kentucky.  
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